
This January 2020 brought a lot of new things, from starting 
off a new year to starting off a new decade. It also brought 
with it the expansion of our Legion family for Star Post 309. 
 
Founded in 1927 by 70 veterans who were members of the 
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, Star Post 309 
was created eight years after the founding of the American 
Legion. Built to serve veterans and their families, Star Post 
309 became the veteran service organization for members 
of the LASD. 
 
Up to recently, the Star Post 309 was reserved for sworn 
personnel only. That means only deputies who were military 
veterans could become legionnaires. There were a few   
exceptions over the years, but primarily the criteria was 
strict only allowing deputies.  
 
With our revitalization efforts just a few years back led by 
members such as Steven Gross, Ron Nybakken, Charles 
Duncan, Christian Perez, Patrick Gadut, Richard Valenzue-
la, Ernie Bille, Jason Crosswhite, and Hugh Crooks just to 
name a few, Star Post re-evaluated our membership       
criteria. Realizing that as veterans, our embrace of camara-
derie and family is key to our being, the newly established 
leadership expanded the membership criteria to allow any 
LASD member (sworn, professional, reserve, volunteer,  
retiree) who was a military veteran to become eligible to join 
the Star Post 309.  
 
In a further attempt to make Star Post 309 more of a family, the membership criteria was expanded to allow 
any eligible veteran who was a spouse, child, or sibling of a Star Post member to also join. This allowed for 
several wives and children of various Star Post members who are veterans an opportunity to join the family. 
 
Last year, the American Legion criteria for membership was strict in that only those whose active service fell 
within very specific war eras could join. That means veterans who served just outside of the Vietnam era, or 
those who served during the Cold War era, were ineligible to join. 
 
With the recent passing of the Legion Act, the criteria was changed for any veteran who served at least one 
day of active federal service at any time after World War II, and who was honorably discharged or still serv-
ing, became eligible to join. This created a new pool of potential members, and one that Star Post 309 took      
advantage of by reaching out to all those who were previously ineligible. This became another one of our 
great pushes to make the American Legion more inclusive. 
 
But that was not the end of it….. 
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The Legion Family is comprised of four family components. First and foremost is the American Legion Post. 
Within the Post are two Legion programs: the Sons of the American Legion and the American Legion Riders. 
A separate, but connected component is the American Legion Auxiliary (ALA). 
  
In our more than 90-year history, Star Post 309 had none of those components….until 2020. 
  
The first addition to the Legion family was our 
Sons of the American Legion Squadron 309. 
While the permanent charter for the SAL 
Squadron was granted on August 2, 2019 
(the official founding date of the Squadron), it 
was not until September 2019 that the    
Charter was presented. 
 
Marc Saunders was appointed as the interim 
Squadron 309 Commander during our annual 
charity golf tournament. Marc is working    
actively with the Post leadership on building 
the Squadron and recruiting new members. 
We’ve recently added new Squadron      
members including Alex Kay who transferred 
from 283 and our good friend Dave Gentzvein 
whose father served.  
 
What is the Sons of the American Legion?  

Founded in 1932, Sons of The American Legion exist to honor the service 
and sacrifice of Legionnaires. SAL members include males of all ages 
whose parents or grandparents served in the U.S. military and were       
eligible for American Legion membership.  

Although the Sons has its own membership, the organization is not a    
separate entity. Rather, the SAL is a program of The American Legion, and 
many Legionnaires hold dual membership in SAL. The Sons organization 
is divided into detachments at the state level and squadrons at the local 
level. A squadron pairs with a local American Legion post; a squadron’s 
charter is contingent upon its parent post’s charter. However, squadrons 
can determine the extent of their services to the community, state and   
nation. They are permitted flexibility in planning programs and activities to 
meet their needs, but must remember the SAL’s mission: to strengthen the 
Four Pillars of The American Legion. Therefore, squadrons’ campaigns 
place an emphasis on preserving American traditions and values, improv-
ing the quality of life for our nation’s children, caring for veterans and their 
families, and teaching the fundamentals of good citizenship.  

If you’re interested in joining or have a son who’d like to join (they can be any age), email Marc Saunders at 
marc.sonspost309@gmail.com or the SAL Liaison Patrick Gadut at patrick.gadut@starpost309.com. 

We’re still not done…… 

On December 6, 2019, exactly 92 years to the date of Star Post’s founding, the American Legion Auxiliary 
Star Unit 309 received its Charter, and was officially recognized as an ALA Unit. What ’s more, we can boast 
that we have the first male spouse as a Charter member of a Unit in the ALA. 

You’ve read and heard us talk about this several times now, but why not? It’s a big deal! At the start of this 
article, we spoke about being diverse and wanting to be more inclusive of our veterans and their families. 
With the addition of an ALA Unit, our Star Post 309 is now capable of welcoming spouses of veterans (both 
male and female), grandmothers, mothers, sisters, and direct and adopted female descendants of members 
of the American Legion or deceased veterans who served under honorable conditions.  



 On January 11, American 
Legion Auxiliary President 
Kathie Martinez, in front of 
a large gathering of        
Auxiliary and Legion    
members, presented Star 
Unit 309 with its Charter.  

On hand were six of the 
founding Charter members: 
Lorraine Bille (interim Presi-
dent), Trish  Bocanegra 
(interim Secretary),        
Esmeralda Gadut, Patrick 
Gadut (first male Auxiliary 
Charter member), Lissy 
Mondragon, and Gabrielle 
Bille. In total, there are 22 
Charter members: those six       
previously named, Patty 
Norris (interim Treasurer), 
Charlotte Nybakken, Lisa 
Norris-Walter, Allison    
Norris, Tina Martinez,     
Diana Ortega, Sheila   
Aresndorf, Leticia Levario, Yoko Parsons-Crooks, Bridget Saunders, Dorothy Howard, Brandy Surber,     
Lauren Surber, Katelyn Surber, Kay Strait, and Irma Vargas. 

 

You may recognize some of the surnames, but that goes 
without question as our Legion members made it a point to 
involve their family members to join the ALA and Legion 
family. We are truly making every effort to make this as 
much of a family affair and provide service and volunteer 
opportunities to anyone who wants to give back to our    
veterans and their families. Our belief is that everyone     
willing to serve should be given that opportunity. 
 
 



But wait, there’s more…… 
  
Guess which post has a new American Legion Riders (ALR) Chapter... WE DO!!! 
On January 23, 2020, at 2034 hours, we received the motion and approving vote from the ALR Department of 
California Executive Committee to be accepted and recognized as the newly chartered ALR Department of 
California Chapter 309. 
  
This is very exciting news for our post. Although the ALR program has been around since 1993, our Star Post 
has a great history of professional motorcycle riders which was integral to the creation of the California    
Highway Patrol in 1929. In this vintage photograph, you can see the original Star Post 309 Riders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For a bit of historical fun from the CHP website: 
 
 Effective August 14, 1929, Legislature creates the California 

Highway Patrol (CHP) as a section of the Division of Motor 
Vehicles, Department of Public Works. 

 Eugene W. Biscailuz, Undersheriff, Los Angeles County and 
member of Star Post 309, is appointed as the CHP's first 
Superintendent. 

 Officers employed by various county motor squads are    
absorbed into the CHP as its first members 

 
We are looking forward to the growth of our chapter, and the 
support it will give to all of our veteran initiatives. What’s more, 
any Legion family member (veteran, Auxiliary, or SAL) is eligible 
to be a member of the ALR, and eligible to hold office in the 
ALR.  
 
The ALR is a program within the Legion and its existence is 
contingent on the work it does for the American Legion. For 
more about the program, visit legion.org/riders/about. For more 
about the ALR Department of California, visit alrdoc.org 

https://www.legion.org/riders/about?fbclid=IwAR20wotPD0scYz89LbvRyfXhprXb1apttT7Dc9Sq2YnMhAslb_NgDSe5AYI
http://alrdoc.org/home.php


The current ALR DoC Chapter 309 leadership is as follows: 
   
   President - Patrick Gadut 
 Vice President - Federico Bocanegra 
 Secretary - Albert Roybal-Cano 
 Treasurer - David Petrocelli 
 Sgt at Arms/Road Captain - Marc Saunders 
  
So if you love to ride motorcycles, and you are eligible for membership in one of our Legion family compo-
nents, and you want a volunteer opportunity to give back to our veterans and their families, then we encour-
age you to join the ALR Chapter 309. Contact Patrick Gadut at patrick.gadut@starpost309.com for more    
information. 

As this year continues into full swing, we look forward to getting together with our members, enjoying our   
camaraderie and continuing our mission as defined by the Four Pillars of the American Legion: Veteran     
Affairs & Rehabilitation, Americanism, National Security, and Children & Youth. 
 

Remember back to our December issue of the Star Post News where we assembled care packages for our 
deployed LASD personnel. As part of the package, our Auxiliary ladies created custom embroidered pillow 
cases for a more personal touch. For each package, we also placed an LASD Veteran Patch. This proved to 
be a very special touch, and one that was greatly appreciated. Recently two of our deployed members,      
Armando Penales and Ilva Cerino - both Army, received their packages earlier in the month. They sent us 
these photos and a few words of appreciation.  

Armando shared the following, “Thank you for the care package. We enjoyed reading the letters from the   
elementary children. In addition I made sure my soldiers got most of the snacks. They appreciate the effort 
put into it. I also loved the LASD vet patch. The hand sanitizer from Target was a great pick. Reminded me of 
home. Thank you again." In his photo on the bottom left, he shares some goodies with his fellow soldiers. 

Ilva was also very grateful for the Vet patch and shared these words, “This patch right here means so much. I 
may not get to actually wear these patches but I know everyone I have met and everyone I work and have 
worked with put their heart, soul, and sweat to put a meaning behind this symbol. I don ’t take these patches 
lightly and I am beyond great full to be presented them. Star Post 309 thank you for taking the time to send 
me this package. Thank you for all those who helped package, and thank you all who wrote notes, my        
soldiers loved it. But mostly thank you for the reminder that my partners have my back.”  

That’s what it’s all about! Serving our veterans! 



 
Congratulations to Class 434. We pay special acknowledgement to the ten military veterans in the 
class representing the US Army, the US Marine Corps, and the US Air Force. Within the class was 
one of our very Star Post members whom we recruited when he graduated from the Custody        
Assistant Academy, Ernesto Damian. Ernesto has achieved two recent promotions: first from      
Custody Assistant to Deputy Sheriff, and again from 2d Lieutenant in the Army National Guard to  
1st Lieutenant. He is also the Executive Officer for his unit. Way to go Ernesto, we’re proud to have 
you remain as part of our family. 
 
 



 
 

American Legion Boys State is among the most respected and selective educational programs of 
government instruction for U.S. high-school students. A participatory program in which students 
become part of the operation of local, county and state government, Boys State was founded in 
1935 to counter the socialism-inspired Young Pioneer Camps. It would seem this is very much in 
need again today. 
 
At Boys State, participants learn the rights, privileges and responsibilities of franchised citizens. 
The training is objective, non-partisan, and centers on the structure of city, county and state gov-
ernments. Operated by students elected to various offices, Boys State activities include legislative 
sessions, court proceedings, law-enforcement presentations, assemblies, bands, choruses and 
recreational programs. 
 
It’s that time again for us to select a few good young men whom we will sponsor to attend the   
program. The cost is about $550 per participant and includes travel to Sacramento, lodging, food, 
and the program itself. If you’ve participated in one of our fundraisers such as our charity golf   
tournament, we thank you for your support in raising funds for this and other great programs.  
 
We always give first consideration to our members and their families. If you have a male Junior in 
high school who is an above average student (3.8 GPA or higher), who is interested in learning 
more about the Constitution and his government (at least how it ought to be), then we encourage 
you to nominate him for a spot at Boys State. 
 
Boys State is a very prestigious program and a definite resume builder for any college bound    
student. If you have a son, grandson, or nephew whom you think would benefit from the program, 
we ask you to reach out to our coordinators: Hugh E. Crooks Jr. at mrhec@msn.com or Bob Lee at 
RGL4@verizon.net  
 
Please contact them by FEBRUARY 15. Our submissions are due by February 23. 
 
There is an interview as part of the selection process, and you may be required to get a             
recommendation from a teacher so act quickly. 
 
Those who are selected to attend will be referred to as Delegates. Between April 15 and May 31, 
each District will hold an orientation where the program is further explained in detail. On June 19, 
Delegates will travel by bus to Sacramento where they will stay at Sacramento State University. 
The program ends on June 26 and Delegates will travel home by bus. 
 
For more about Boys State, visit http://www.boysstatecalifornia.org/about/  
 

 

mailto:mrhec@msn.com?subject=Boys%20State%20Star%20Post%20309
mailto:RGL4@verizon.net?subject=Boys%20State%20Star%20Post%20309
http://www.boysstatecalifornia.org/about/


A few of our Legion family members 
participated in the recent Legion 
Range Day sponsored by Ronald 
Reagan Palisades Post 283 at the 
Oak Tree Gun Club. Twenty or so 
firearm aficionados competed in a 
timed handgun course managed by 
the range staff. Our very own Dave 
“Get Some” Gentzvein once again 
took FIRST place with a time of just 
over 20 seconds. You can check out 
a video of him hitting all the targets 
on our Facebook page. 

We often collaborate with our sister 
American Legion posts and support 
one another at events. Look for our 
emails and Facebook posts to keep 
up with future events. 

--------------------- 

Between February 21 and 22 - Los Alamitos Race on the Base. All military and first responders receive a $5 
discount by using the code HERO2020. For more info and to register visit https://www.raceonthebase.com/  

--------------------- 

Tentatively scheduled for Saturday, March 21, Star Post 309 will host a Women’s Military History program. 
We are asking all of our women warriors to send a photograph of yourself in military uniform to                   
info@starpost309.com. We’d like to use the photograph for a video montage as part of our presentation. This 
will be a family friendly dinner event. Stay tuned for more information. 

--------------------- 

LASD Round-Up April 5-8 - Star Post 309 will once again bring you the Pinups on Tour. The show will 
be on Tuesday, April 7 at 7PM at Don’s Celebrity Theater. Tickets to the show will be sold at our table at 
Round-Up. 

On Monday evening, we will host a hospitality suite at the Aquarius Hotel. Stop by our table to find out which 
room we’ll be in at the Aquarius. 

--------------------- 

Two great events at the Bob Hope Patriotic Hall on February 4 and February 5. See the flyers on the 
subsequent pages for more details. 

Feb 4 is a breakfast honoring Medal of Honor Recipients 

Feb 5 is in honor of Black History month. A very special guest will be in attendance. 

Have questions on how to join? Email us at info@starpost309.com. If you know a veteran who qualifies for membership, please share this newsletter 
and our information with him/her. Star Post 309 is a recognized tax exempt 501(c)(19) veterans organization. Questions about this newsletter can be 
directed to info@starpost309.com. Mailing address: Star Post 309, 10 W. Bay State St. #913, Alhambra, CA 91802.  Tax ID 95-XXXXXXX 

https://www.raceonthebase.com/





