
 

 
In last month’s edition of the Star Post News, we reported about the passing of the LEGION Act (Let         
Everyone Get Involved In Opportunities for National Service Act). This act, which is now law, opened the door 
for approximately 6 million veterans to access American Legion programs and benefits for which they        
previously had not been eligible. 
 
With the passage of the new law, The American Legion’s eligibility criteria immediately changed from seven 
war eras to two: April 6, 1917, to Nov. 11, 1918, and Dec. 7, 1941 to a time later determined by the federal 
government. No other restrictions to American Legion membership were changed.  
 
At Star Post 309, we’ve seen an immediate positive effect as a result of this new law. Already we’ve signed  
new members who otherwise were ineligible to join prior to the law change. And, we’re sure there are many 
more personnel on our Sheriff’s Department, and their family members, who are now eligible to join. 
 
But wait, there’s more….. 
 
The American Legion held its 101st National Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana on August 23 -29, 2019. At 
the National Convention, delegates approved changes to the Constitution and Bylaws to replace the word 
“wife” with “spouse,” related to the membership criteria for the American Legion Auxiliary (ALA). 
 
The American Legion, which was chartered by Congress, created the ALA. For that reason, the ALA operates 
as a separate corporation and does not need congressional approval for an eligibility change. The American 
Legion’s bylaws have always set the eligibility requirements of the ALA. 
 
“We are happy to welcome eligible male spouses of veterans and servicemembers to the American Legion 
Family,” ALA National President Nicole Clapp said. “This is consistent with our longstanding legacy of        
embracing military families and supporting them any way we can.” 
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Excerpts for this story were taken from Legion.org, The American Legion’s official website, and from alaforveterans.org, the   

American Legion Auxiliary’s official website. 



The ALA expects to begin taking applications for new potential members beginning on September 1, 2019. 
The change to Article XIII now reads as such: 
 

The American Legion recognizes an auxiliary organization, known as The American Legion Auxiliary. 
Membership in The American Legion Auxiliary shall be limited to the: 
 
(1) grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouses, and direct and adopted female descendants of members of 
The American Legion; and 
 
(2) grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouses, and direct and adopted female descendants of all men and 
women who served in either of the following periods: April 6, 1917, to November 11, 1918, and any time 
after December 7, 1941, who, being a citizen of the United States at the time of their entry therein served 
on active duty in the Armed Forces of any of the governments associated with the United States during  
either eligibility periods and died in the line of duty or after honorable discharge; 
 
(3) grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouses, and direct and adopted female descendants of all men and 
women who were in the Armed Forces of the United States during either of the following periods: April 6, 
1917, to November 11, 1918; and any time after December 7, 1941 who served on active duty in the Armed 
Forces of the United States during either eligibility periods and died in the line of duty or after honorable 
discharge; and 
 
(4) to those women who of their own right are eligible for membership in The American Legion. 

 
What does that mean for Star Post 309? As many of you are aware, the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Star Post 309 
voted in support for the formation of an Auxiliary Unit for Star Post 309. At our upcoming meeting on         
September 7, the ALA Department of California President Ms. Kathie Martinez will be present to welcome our 
newly established Unit into the Legion Family. 
 
We are asking all members and their spouses to attend this momentous occasion. Lunch will be served prior 
to our meeting at 11:00 AM ($5 suggested donation for lunch). Our meeting will immediately follow lunch. We 
will have ALA applications available for anyone wanting to join. Please RSVP to info@starpost309.com if you 
plant to attend so we have good headcount for food. We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Location: Glendale Post - 714 W. Wilson Ave., Glendale CA 91203 
 
Here is some more information about the change to the ALA: 
 
Why are The American Legion and the American Legion Auxiliary making this change? Currently, 1.9 million women 
veterans are living in the United States, and 9% of the U.S. military is female. By 2045, it’s estimated that 18% of the 
U.S. military will be comprised of women.  
 
“As we welcome eligible male spouses into the American Legion Auxiliary, we gain another perspective on the needs of 
military families — enabling the Auxiliary to support even more veterans, servicemembers, and their families,” said 2019
-2020 American Legion Auxiliary National President Nicole Clapp.  
 
This new membership eligibility has much promise for growth in the American Legion Auxiliary, leading to new           
resources, increased funding opportunities, and additional diversity and talent among our leadership, as well as general 
membership.  
 
American Legion Auxiliary members, since the founding of our organization in 1919, have been committed to meeting 
the needs of veterans, the military, and their families. The American Legion Auxiliary will continue its century-old legacy 
of Service Not Self well into the future. An increasing number of veterans, servicemembers, and their families will need 
support. The American Legion Family is taking a “big picture” look at how to help these future families, and keeping our 
membership strong.  
 
About the ALA: Founded in 1919, the American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) helps to advance the mission of The American 
Legion. With more than 600,000 members, it is one of the nation’s most prominent supporters of veterans, military, and 
their families. ALA members volunteer millions of hours annually, with a value averaging $1 billion each year. From  
helping to draft the GI Bill in 1944 to advocating for veterans on Capitol Hill, The American Legion Family has been   
instrumental in advancing legislation that improves the quality of life for our nation’s veterans. To learn more and get 
involved, visit www.ALAforVeterans.org. 



In Memoriam 

In August, we honor three of our LASD personnel who were military veterans and who died in the line of      
service. We thank them for their service and sacrifice, and commit ourselves to never forget. 
 
STEPHEN D. SORENSEN - End of Watch Saturday, August 2, 2003  
 
Deputy Sheriff Stephen Sorensen was shot and killed after he responded to 
a trespassing call at approximately 1:30 pm at a rural area off Highway 138 
near Llano. Deputy Sorensen was a U.S. Army veteran and had served with 
the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Office for 12 years. He is survived by his 
wife and son.  
 
JUAN A. ESCALANTE - End of Watch Saturday, August 2, 2008  
 
Deputy Sheriff Juan Escalante was shot and killed when he was confronted 
by two armed gang members in front of his home as he prepared to leave 
for work. Deputy Escalante drew his weapon and identified himself as a 
deputy before being fatally shot. Deputy Escalante was a member of the 
U.S. Army Reserves and had served with the Los Angeles County Sheriff's 
Department for 2-1/2 years. He is survived by his wife and three children.  
 
JAMES L. McDERMOTT - End of Watch Wednesday, August 26, 1931  
 
James McDermott was a World War I veteran. He joined the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department in April 1925. The 1920s were a period of   
tremendous department growth. In 1921, the Sheriff’s Homicide Detail was 
established. This was followed in 1922 by the Auto, Liquor, Narcotic and 
Robbery Details. Additional specialized details were formed in subsequent 
years. In 1924, the Department’s first substations opened in the unincorpo-
rated areas of Florence and East Los Angeles. A half a dozen others were 
added by 1927. Between July 1, 1926 and July 1, 1927 alone the number of 
sworn personnel in the Criminal Division of the Department (these were the 
deputies staffing the eight patrol stations and thirteen specialized details), 
increased from 201 to 303. Deputy James McDermott was a member of the 
Department’s Robbery Detail from at least 1927.  
 

 
 
 
      

He was a founding member 
of Star Post 309. He died in a 
car accident on August 26, 
1931. His legacy of service 
lives on. 
 
In this photograph of the 
1928 Robbery Detail are   
several original and founding 
members of Star Post 309. 
James McDermott is in the    
center, top row. 
 
 
Portions of this story written by John 
Stanley, retired LASD. 



 
Star Post 309 continues to grow in membership. We’d really love for many more of our members to become engaged. 
We’ll have some great opportunities to give back to our veteran community in the coming months. For now, we welcome 
our newest members and wish them all the best. Congratulations to Deputy Class 439 who boasted 15 veterans in the 
class, 12 of whom made the wise decision to join Star Post 309. Hopefully the other three will come around at some 
point, but regardless, we are here to serve all of our veterans. We also welcome our newest members who were in-
service LASD employees. As we have stated many times before, our membership is not limited to sworn deputies. ANY 
LASD member who is a military veteran can join our ranks. Their family members, if they are eligible for membership in 
the American Legion, can also be members of Star Post 309. Unlike other specialty posts, we don’t overly limit the      
eligibility criteria for Star Post 309. This also includes allowing those who are District Attorney Investigators to join. They 
are part of our extended family, and any military veteran should be welcomed with open arms. In no particular order, we  
welcome the following new and transferred members to Star Post 309: 
 
 
 

Roeglio Maldonado Richard Hoffman Jonathan Anda 

Marco Grolon Travis Graham Eric Beu 

Robert Bell Marco Lopez Orozco Matthew Maliglig 

Osvaldo Tejeda Kohano Suarez Albert Lopez 

Guillermo Macias Joshua Buchholz Marco Gutierrez 

Paul Benson Clark MacGillivar Sean Wax 

Gregory Anderson Antonio Guillen Richard Marascola 

Jorge Marchena Carloyn Gallobruno Ben Garcia 

Vonetta Mays Shane Morin Vidal Garcia 

Mark Glatt   

    

Military Veterans of Class 439 with Star Post 309 Sergeant at Arms Oscar Martinez (far left) and Adjutant Kari Mercer (far right). 



Our Star Post 309 Service Officer, Carlos Levario, runs our LASD Military and Veteran Affairs Unit. Now with 
his transfer to Personnel Administration Bureau, our Post Commander Ernie Bille is the new lieutenant in 
charge of the LASD MVA along with the Recruitment Unit and other responsibilities in Personnel. With two 
military veterans heading the MVA, we expect more great things to come. This most recent Veteran Resource 
Fair is another example of the service the American Legion Star Post 309, in collaboration with the LASD 
MVA, provides to our military veterans. It’s important to note the LASD MVA is not the same as the Los      
Angeles County Department of Military and Veteran Affairs. This is a County department dedicated to all    
military veterans in Los Angeles County. We emulate their great example by bringing services and resources 
directly to our LASD employees. 
 
In fact, the LASD MVA was created directly as a result of the resurgence of 
Star Post 309 four years ago. Through the leadership of three Star Post mem-
bers: Patrick Gadut, Christian Perez, and Richard Valenzuela, the MVA       
replaced the Military Activation Committee, by making it more centralized and 
attached to Personnel in order to provide better resources and services, espe-
cially to our active reservists who are subject to active military orders. 
 
This past Veteran Resource Fair was held in collaboration with the             
Professional Peace Officers Association (PPOA) during their annual pre-Labor 
Day employee appreciation BBQ on August 28. This year’s event was held at 
the Biscailuz Center and brought together hundreds of LASD employees for a 
fun day of camaraderie. We thank PPOA for always being a stalwart supporter 
of our military veterans. 
 
Joining Star Post 309 for a day of service was the LA County Department of Military and Veteran Affairs, Cal 
Vet, and the Salvation Army. The LA Co MVA assisted many of our veterans with claims issues, and with   
obtaining the VSD-001, the form needed to provide to the DMV in order to obtain the “veteran” designation on 
your driver’s license. Cal Vet provided valuable information about other services including home loans for  
veterans. The Salvation Army representative is looking to launch a service for our incoming Sheriff’s person-
nel who are transitioning from military service to a career at LASD. There are a lot of expenses related to  
purchasing equipment and clothing for the academy, and they may be able to assist. Stay tuned for more   

information about this great      
program. 
 
Stopping by to greet his fellow  
veterans and Star Post members 
was Sheriff Alex Villanueva where 
he mentioned he was able to find 
his father’s old American Legion 
cap from Rochester, New York. 
Through his support of our veteran 
programs, we can continue to   
provide services to our comrades 
in need. 
 
Our next big event with the LASD 
MVA will be a Veteran Symposium 
tentatively scheduled for Novem-
ber 6 at the STARS Center Gym. 
At this free workshop, we will    
provide information about federal, 
state, local, and  Department laws 
and policies as they relate to the 
active reservist and veterans. This 
is very important given the many  

active reservists at the LASD. The second part of the day will feature various service providers and veteran 
service organizations sharing valuable information. Save the date - November 6. 

L to R - Ernie Bille, Carlos Levario, Bob Lee, Sheriff Villanueva, and Jose Avila 





Our Star Post 309 Legionnaires are some of the most progressive in the business. We are excited to be    
surrounded by veterans who are striving to pursue personal improvement through continuing education. 
Through great mentorship, our Post now has SEVEN members in the USC Marshall School of Business,  
Master of Business for Veterans (MBV), as part of Cohort VII. 
 
Pictured with our Jr. Past Commander (and USC MBV Cohort IV Alumni ‘17) Patrick Gadut, are Christian   
Perez (Past Star Post Sergeant at Arms), Steven Johnson (Star Post member), Alissa Hernandez, Marina 
Lizarraga, Christopher Bracks (Star Post member), Thomas Aragon (Star Post member), and Christopher 
Zimmerman.  Another Star Post member who recently graduated from the MBV program is John MacDonald. 
We are proud to support your academic success and help you professionally thrive! 
 
If any Star Post 309 Legionnaire is interested in the USC MBV, please reach out to our Jr. Past Commander, 
Patrick Gadut, at patrick.gadut@starpost309.com.

 

We still have room for players in our upcoming charity golf tournament on Sept. 16. If you 
plan to play, we ask that you please register NOW! 

 
September 7 - General Membership Meeting - Special Guest Ms. Kathie Martinez - President of the American Legion 
Auxiliary, Department of California. 11:00 AM lunch.  
714 W. Wilson Ave., Glendale 91203 
 
September 11 - To commemorate the sacrifices made on 9/11, Star Post has been invited to an event at the Bob Hope 
Patriotic Hall (1816 S. Figueroa St, LA 90015) hosted by the LA Veterans Collaborative. The event begins at 10 AM. 
Please arrive early to allow for parking, as spaces are limited.  
 
September 11 - 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony at the Frank Hotchkin Training Center hosted by the LA Fire Department 
- 1700 Stadium Way, LA 90012 from 9 AM - 11 AM. There is a large metal beam from the Twin Towers, the largest    
outside of NYC, at the center. It is a remarkable piece to see.  
 
September 16 - Vets Golf Fore Kids charity tournament at the California Country Club. There are still some openings. 
This event is open to everyone. Visit www.starpost309.com/2019-golf-tourney to register.  

Have questions on how to join? Email us at info@starpost309.com. If you know a veteran who qualifies for membership, please share this newsletter 
and our information with him/her. Star Post 309 is a recognized tax exempt 501(c)(19) veterans organization. Questions about this newsletter can be 
directed to info@starpost309.com. Mailing address: Star Post 309, 10 W. Bay State St. #913, Alhambra, CA 91802.  Tax ID 95-XXXXXXX 


