
During this Christmas and holiday season, we think back 
on all the great and wonderful blessings we’ve received 
throughout the year. It is a time to share with family and 
friends, and to think of the future possibilities of things to 
come. We also reflect on those who have passed to the 
Post Everlasting, and to those long gone through whose 
sacrifice we enjoy the freedoms we enjoy. We also look 
with hope to our future and pray our blessings will contin-
ue. For those who are suffering or ill, we pray they will 
heal and return to a healthy life. 
 
In early December, Star Post 309 took the opportunity to 
share some time with each other before this year ends. 
We met in camaraderie and shared each other’s compa-
ny. We also thought of those members, both in our Star 
Post 309 and LASD family, who are currently serving on 
active duty in our armed forces. 
 
During our last meeting of the year, we assembled care 
packages for the approximately 30 LASD members who 
are deployed on active duty. Charlotte Nybakken and her 
Antelope Valley Quilt Guild made some beautiful pillow 
cases for our deployed personnel. They enlisted the help 
of a local embroidery shop, Rizzo’s Embroidery Plus in 

Palmdale. Not 
only did Rizzo’s 
embroider all of 
the pillow slips 
in one day - 
they also did so 
at no cost. This 
was their dona-
tion to our 
cause of       
remembering all of our deployed members. Great work! 
 
To all of our deployed members, if you’re reading this from afar, do 
us a favor and send us a photo of you with the pillow case and send 
to info@starpost309.com.   
 
We are sure everyone would like to know how you are doing. 
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Charlotte Nybakken, Robert Alvarez, and Bob Lee 

enjoying themselves at our December gathering. 



We want to thank the Pitchess 
Detention Center and the    
Inmate Services Bureau for 
collecting the great majority of 
the items for the care packag-
es. We also thank the      
Southland Young Marines and 
many members of Star Post 
309 for collecting items for our 
female veterans. We made a 
special presentation of those 
gifts to the Salvation Army  
veteran transition center in 
Bell. Read more about that on 
page 5 of this newsletter. 
 
At our December meeting, we 
were also presented with a 
Prayer Quilt made by       
Charlotte’s quilt guild. This 
special quilt has loose strings 
throughout it. The idea is to 
say a prayer and tie a knot as 

a symbolic gesture of the good 
thoughts shared on the quilt. This 
quilt was specially made for our    
sister and comrade, Dakota         
Palanca. 
 
As you may already know, Dakota 
was seriously injured after being 
struck by a drunk driver during the 
course of her duties. She sustained 
serious head trauma and is still     
recovering in the hospital. She has 
shown signs of improvement, but the 
road to recovery is long and          
arduous. Please continue to keep 
Dakota in your thoughts and      
prayers. 
 
Dakota serves as a 1st Lieutenant in the Army National Guard. She’s been a Star Post 309 member 
since her graduation from the LASD Academy a few years ago. She, like the other veterans in her 
class, were presented the LASD Veteran pin as a token of our thanks for her service. 
 
This month, Lakewood Station, members of the Recruit Training Unit, and Star Post 309 participated 
in a BBQ fundraiser held at STARS Center to raise money toward Dakota’s recovery, and to offset 
any unexpected expenses which may arise. It was not exaggeration to say that hundreds and     
hundreds of people attended the event representing the LASD, West Covina PD, Azusa PD, Whittier 
PD, LA County Fire Department and several other agencies. This is a true testament that no matter 
the uniform, we are all there for each other. A special thanks to Kroger Grocery for donating all of 
the food, and to Air Force veteran Deputy Steve Ferreira for providing the DJ entertainment.  

Andy Rosso, Carlos    

Levario, and Kari Mercer 

at the BBQ fundraiser for 

Dakota 

Hundred of supporters stopped by to 

lend their support. 



 

 
ALADS has established a fund and 
will continue receiving donations on 
behalf of Dakota through January 10. 
You can contact ALADS directly if you 
would like to donate to Dakota’s fund. 
 
During the BBQ, we offered everyone 
the opportunity to say a prayer and 
send good thoughts to Dakota through 
the prayer quilt. We also sold our  
challenge coins and donated the    
proceeds toward Dakota’s fund. At the 
conclusion of the event, we presented 
Dakota’s mother, Lori, the prayer quilt. 
She and the rest of her family were 
vey appreciative and wished to relay 
their sincerest gratitude for the       
outpouring of love. 
 
Lori sent us a photograph of Dakota 
and the prayer quilt. She had the quilt 
just before her most recent surgery 
with the hope it would strengthen    
Dakota’s will. We think it worked     
because Lori reported that Dakota 
came out of surgery OK. Lori gave us 
permission to share this photograph 
as her way of letting all of our Star 
Post 309 family know that she appre-
ciates all of the love and thoughts. 
 
#DakotaStrong 

Left: Dakota receiving her LASD Veteran Pin; Right: 

Dakota “Still Serving Proudly”, Below: Dakota and her 

prayer quilt. Photo provided by Lori Hayden, not to be 

used or copied without permission. 



The following week, our Service Officer Carlos Levario joined our comrades in the 17th District at the 
West Los Angeles VA Hospital. This particular wing of the hospital houses long-term, mostly elderly, 
disabled veterans. We had received and donated gift items to distribute to the veterans. Carlos 
joined the group and played BINGO with several of them. Carlos recounted that despite their age 
and condition, these veterans still have that spark of life and grit that makes a veteran a veteran. 
They still shout out their respective branches and there was some serious back and forth between a 
group of Army veterans and Marine veterans. Thanks to the 17th District for giving us an opportunity 
to participate in this event. 
   

The American Legion Ronald Reagan Palisades Post 283 and the American Legion Los Angeles 
County Council hosted a black tie affair to welcome our National Commander Bill Oxford to Los    
Angeles. The National Commander makes it a point to tour as many cities, and visit as many Posts 
as possible to share the message of the American Legion, and to foster a sense of duty to the many 
legionnaires throughout the country. 

Your Star Post 309 family, never one to pass up an opportunity to dress up and put our best foot  
forward, attended the gala in full force. As one of the largest American Legion posts in the region - 
that’s right, we are one of the largest, most influential, and fastest growing Posts in all of California - 
took advantage of the opportunity to showcase what we do for our veteran community.  

Our comrade Steve Gross, who was recently promoted to the rank of LASD Assistant Sheriff 
(Congratulations Steve!), is the LASD Liaison for Star Post 309. On behalf of the entire Star Post 
309 membership and the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, Steve presented the National 
Commander with our coveted LASD Veteran patch as a token of appreciation. The Commander was 
very impressed with our Post, and charged us with not letting up and continuing our good work. 
Challenge accepted! 

 

From L to R: 3rd Vice Commander Terry Black and his wife, Sgt at Arms Oscar Martinez, LASD Liaison Steve 

Gross, Executive Committeeman Bob Lee, Judge Advocate Hugh Crooks Jr., Finance Officer Patrick Gadut, 

National Commander Bill Oxford, Department Commander Ed Grimsley, 2nd Vice Commander Esmeralda   

Alamillo-Gadut, Adjutant Kari Mercer, Legionnaire Dave Petrocelli, Legionnaire Robert Alvarez, Interim       

Auxiliary Star Unit 309 President Lorraine Bille, and Post Commander Ernie Bille 



Sheriff Alex Villanueva had commissioned the wearing of a LASD Veteran patch, the proceeds of 
which would go to a veteran homeless shelter. On Monday of Christmas week, the LASD was in full 
force to lend their support to the Salvation Army Veteran Center in Bell. This center has a variety of 
services they offer to veterans: from transitional housing for homeless veterans, to permanent  
housing, substance abuse programs, and a myriad of other services. 
 
We were happy the Sheriff’s Department 
chose such a worthy organization for the LASD 
donation which amounted to $17,500. The staff 
and residents of the center were extremely 
happy and very grateful. Star Post 309 took 
the opportunity to also share some gifts. Our 
newly formed Auxiliary Unit 309 and the South-
land Young Marines (a youth leadership devel-
opment program) collected various items and 
clothing specifically for female veterans. 
 
When the center learned that most of the items 
donated were for our women warriors, they 
were ecstatic stating that our “sheroes” are  
oftentimes overlooked, and the center lacks 
even basic hygiene items to give them upon 
arrival. In addition, we presented Salvation  
Army Captain Hall with the remainder of the 
pillow sips with the embroidery of “thank you 
for your service.” She stated these items would 
be a wonderful touch to some of the care   
packages they will be presenting their residents. Thanks again to everyone who donated toward this 
cause.

Above photo courtesy of LASD social media/SIB 



 
Custody Assistant Class 101 graduated 
earlier this month. We welcome the two 
veterans in the class, Brittany Ibrahim 
(Army) and Darvin Gramajo (USMC) to our 
LASD and Star Post 309 family.  
 
Photographed with them are Post       
Commander Ernie Bille, D.I. Emilee      
Rutten, D.I. Timothy Adams, and Carlos 
Levario 
 
During Dakota’s BBQ fundraiser, four    
veterans stopped by to see what we were 
about. When we told them why we were 
there and what we were doing to support 
our comrade, they signed up on the spot. 
Welcome to Alyssa Hernandez (USMC), 
Christian Lopez (Army), Jeffrey Paniagua 
(USMC), and Ariel Torres (USMC). 
 
We would also like to congratulate the ten veterans from Academy Class 442 who just graduated: 
 
George Atayde (Army)         Mario Benavides (Army)      David Chacon (Army) 
Tommy Cota (Navy)          Larry Lopez (USMC)        Keven Maravilla (USMC) 
Matthew Manning (Army)       Shawn O’Hern (Air Force)     Alfonso Ornelas (Navy) 
Anthony Vitela (Army) 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In our August Star Post newsletter, we wrote about the American Legion Auxiliary. Seeing as how we ’ve 
mentioned it a few times in this article, and for the benefit of our new members who may not be as familiar 
with it, we will mention it again. 
 
Founded in 1919, the American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) helps to advance the mission of The American     
Legion. With more than 600,000 members, it is one of the nation’s most prominent supporters of veterans, 
military, and their families. ALA members volunteer millions of hours annually, with a value averaging $1 
billion each year. From helping to draft the GI Bill in 1944 to advocating for veterans on Capitol Hill, The 
American Legion Family has been instrumental in advancing legislation that improves the quality of life for 
our nation’s veterans. To learn more and get involved, visit www.ALAforVeterans.org.  
 
Since its founding in 1927, Star Post 309 has never had an Auxiliary Unit…....until now. The newly formed 
ALA Star Unit 309 founding members submitted their Charter application to the ALA national organization. If 
all goes as planned, the Unit will be granted their charter in January during the ALA’s Department Executive 
Committee meeting in Long Beach.  
 
What does this mean for the Star Post family? It means that not only will veterans be allowed to join, but 
their spouses (both male and female), daughters, mothers, sisters, and direct and adopted female descend-
ants of American Legion members may join the Auxiliary. Female veterans may also join in their own right, 
and can hold dual membership in the Legion and the Auxiliary. In essence, we ’ve more than doubled the 
size of our Legion family.  
 
This also presents more opportunities for service to our veterans and their families. If anyone is interested 
in joining, they can email the interim Unit President Lorraine Bille at lvbplus4@gmail.com. At Star Post, we 
are looking forward to our newly formed Unit.  (PS - Legions have Posts, ALA have Units). For more about 
the ALA, visit calegionaux.org and ALAforveterans.org 

 
 

https://www.calegionaux.org/
https://www.alaforveterans.org/


Our first meeting for 2020 will be on Saturday, January 18 at 11:30 AM at the post in Glendale -   
714 W. Wilson Ave., Glendale 91203. A light lunch will be served. 

On January 10 -12, 2020, the American Legion Auxiliary will hold their Department Executive    
Committee meeting in Long Beach. On Saturday, January 11, our ALA Star Unit 309 is expected to 
receive its Charter. There will also be a banquet on Saturday evening. For more info, please email 
the interim ALA President, Lorraine Bille, at lvbplus4@gmail.com.  

 

 

On Saturday, January 25, 2020 at 9 AM, the 
Ronald Reagan Palisades Post 283 is hosting 
their Range Day at Oaktree Gun Club (23121 

Coltrane Ave., Newhall 91321). Veterans and friends are welcome. The event will be held at the 
LAPD shooting range and a light lunch will be provided. You must provide your own firearms and 
ammunition.  

LASD Round-Up April 5-8 - Star Post 309 will once again bring you the Pinups on Tour. The 
show will be on Tuesday, April 7 at 7PM at Don’s Celebrity Theater. On Monday evening, we will 
host a hospitality suite at the Aquarius Hotel - further to follow. Visit our table in the Starview Room 
to purchase tickets to the show, to find out which room we’ll be in at the Aquarius, and for more info. 

Have questions on how to join? Email us at info@starpost309.com. If you know a veteran who qualifies for membership, please share this newsletter 
and our information with him/her. Star Post 309 is a recognized tax exempt 501(c)(19) veterans organization. Questions about this newsletter can be 
directed to info@starpost309.com. Mailing address: Star Post 309, 10 W. Bay State St. #913, Alhambra, CA 91802.  Tax ID 95-XXXXXXX 

On Saturday, January 4, 2020, our 

friends at Hollywood Post 43 will be 

screening the WWI based epic 1917 

in their beautiful new Legion      

Theater.  

If interested in attending this free 

screening, email Karl Risinger from 

Post 43 at Karl.Risinger@post43.org          

and let him know you are RSVP’ing 

as part of the Star Post 309 group. 

Doors open at 6:30 PM 

Movie begins at 7:30 PM 

https://www.facebook.com/events/565853037595504/

